
 
SAI Visa Application Procedure 

 
 

You will need a passport in order to apply for your Student Visa. If you do not have one, please 
apply for one immediately and pay to expedite the passport application. 
 
SAI may process Student Visa applications for students residing or attending school within the 
jurisdiction of all 10 US Consulates: Boston, Chicago, D.C., Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, 
Miami, New York, Philadelphia, and San Francisco Italian Consulates.  
 
We highly recommend students process through SAI to avoid multiple visits to the 
Consulates due to incomplete and incorrect visa applications. Difficulty in obtaining an 
appointment is another issue parents and students find frustrating. With SAI processing, 
the student will not have to go to the Consulate in person.  
 
For those students submitting their visa application to SAI the cost is $250.  
Please submit your visa application to SAI no less than 75 days prior to departure.  
 
You may, however, send your application to SAI starting 90 days prior to your departure.  
 
Please note that it is a student’s responsibility to submit ALL required materials by the due 
date to SAI. SAI cannot guarantee the timely return of your passport and visa if these deadlines 
are not met.  
 
If you do not meet the deadline of submitting your visa application materials to SAI, you may 
be responsible for applying on your own for your Student Visa.    
 
If you plan to depart several weeks prior to the start of classes, or will need your visa prior to the 
start of your program, you will be responsible for obtaining your Student Visa. This holds you 
responsible for ensuring that you have your passport and processed visa in time for your 
departure.  Please contact the visa coordinator immediately. 
 
If you will be attending multiple sessions be sure to notify SAI’s California office of your plans 
as soon as possible. Obtaining a visa for your entire period of study requires that you submit a 
program application and the required deposits and fees for all terms. Then acceptance letters may 
be issued for the full period of study and can then be submitted to the Italian Consulate. You 
must apply for the full period of study before you depart, as it is not possible to obtain a Student 
Visa or to extend a Student Visa while in Italy. 
 
If you wish to apply on your own and not take advantage of the SAI Student Visa 
Processing Service, you will need to verify the specific requirements of the Italian 
Consulate in your jurisdiction.  Please contact SAI to request the additional letters (Letter 
of Enrollment, a Letter of Acceptance from the Italian Institution, and HTH Worldwide 
Insurance Letter) that complete your visa application.    
 
Italian Consulates have the full authority to evaluate and request additional documentation, if 
deemed necessary, in addition to what is submitted.  Submitting all required documentation does 
NOT guarantee the issuance of a Student Visa. 
 
Questions should be directed to the Student Visa Director at SAI: visas@saiprograms.com 



 
SAI STUDENT VISA APPLICATION CHECKLIST-WASHINGTON DC CONSULATE 

 
Students residing within the DC Italian Consulate’s jurisdiction (MD- Only Montgomery and Prince George 

Counties, VA- Only Arlington and Fairfax Counties)  
 

You must submit all documentation in original (except where it states photocopy) 
PLUS 1 additional set of copies of all documents. 

 
• Original Passport with a validity that exceeds intended stay by at least 3 months (90 days). The passport 

must have a full blank page on which the visa can be affixed. 
 

• One recent passport photo glued to your visa application where specified. 
 

• Photocopy of Passport (photo & signature page only).  Please ensure that you have signed your 
passport. 

 
• Photocopy of Drivers License, State ID or University ID (whichever provides proof of residency in the 

Consulate’s jurisdiction).  Please ensure that it is a clear copy. 
 

• Visa Application filled out completely, with your signature NOTARIZED. The Italian Consulate will render 
applications with whiteout, crossed out or written over answers invalid.  If you make a mistake while filling 
it out, you must print out a new application. 

 
• Affidavit of Financial Support (only if someone other than the student will be submitting their bank 

information) In signing the Affidavit of Financial Support, the parent or guardian must also provide proof of 
adequate financial means (see below).  This signature must be NOTARIZED. 

 
• ORIGINAL Recent Bank Statement, Bank Letter or Financial Aid Letter (NO PHOTOCOPIES OR 

ONLINE PRINTOUTS) showing financial stability.  They are looking for a minimum balance of 
$4000, for example, for a fall or spring student (calculated at $1000 per month while in Italy) 
Consulate will accept bank printout if it is stamped and signed in blue ink, with their business card 
attached. This bank information will be in the student’s name or the person signing the above Affidavit of 
Financial Support. Financial aid students may instead attach the original, official letter from the institution 
that has granted the aid, indicating the amount allocated in their name. 

                                                              
• Non US Citizens: You must bring in your student visa application in person to the DC Consulate. 

You will need to show an Alien Registration Card (original and copy), or a valid US Long Term Visa, plus 
an endorsed    I-20, or IAP66, or Advance Parole, or any other pertinent document from the Office of 
Homeland Security, allowing you to reenter the United States. 
 

• Roundtrip Flight Itinerary  
 

• Pre-paid and self-addressed envelope which may be tracked - United States Postal Service 
(Express Mail) or FedEx ONLY  (Remember to retain your tracking number). Your passport and visa 
will be returned to you in this envelope. Be sure you will be living at this address.                                  
SAVE ALL RETURNED DOCUMENTS   

 
• SAI visa processing fee: $250, made payable to SAI.  Please ensure to list the applicant’s name on the 

check, name of school in Italy they are attending, and term. 
 

All of the above items must be sent to our office by USPS (Express Mail) or FedEx ONLY 
Study Abroad Italy 

7160 Keating Avenue 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 

800.655.8965 
Attn: Visa Department 

 
It is advisable that you make a copy of your visa application materials for your personal files. 



Affidavit of financial support 
(Study program in Italy) 

 
Please note: 
- The affidavit must be completely and clearly  filled out by the person providing financial support. 
- The affidavit must be signed and notarized. 
 
 
 
I the affiant, _______________________________________, born in _______________________________________  
                          First name          Middle name                  Last name                                          City,  State and Country 
 
on ___________________________  
            Date of birth 
 
 
                                        BEING DULY SWORN ON OATH, DEPOSE AND SAY: 

 
 

1. That the visa applicant _________________________________________    born in _________________________  
                                                      First name           Middle Name              Last name                                           City, State and Country 
 
      ______________on ___________________________      is 
                                          Date of birth 
 
 
      __ my son                                     __ my daughter                                      __ my _________________________   
 
 
2. That the visa applicant intends to pursue his/her education by attending ____________________________________  
                                                                                                                             Name of  academic institution 
 
    _________   in _____________________________, during the period ____________________________________  
                                Location of institution in Italy                                                                       From                                   To 
 
    of the academic year ___________ . 
 
 
3. That I, the affiant, have full time employment  as a _________________________________________________and  
                                                                                                        Profession 
 
     currently employed at __________________________________________________________________________, 
 
     with sufficient income and assets to provide for the expenses the applicant may incur while studying in Italy. 
 
 
4.  That I, the affiant will pay the applicant’s expenses as outlined above. 
 
 

_________________                                                     ____________________________________ 
                  Date                                                                                                                    Affiant’s signature 
 
 
 
OFFICIAL NOTARIZATION AND SEAL 
 




